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MISSION

To promote environmentally sound farming
practices while educating the public on
agriculture’s role in protecting Florida’s natural
resources.
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CARES BACKGROUND

The CARES program was implemented in 2001
to promote environmentally sound and
economically viable farming.

The program focuses on recognizing producers
who have voluntarily implemented BMPs on
their operations.

Brings agricultural associations, public agencies
and institutions, farmers and the public together
to increase environmental awareness on farms

Over 600 farmers and ranchers have been
recognized throughout the state
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CARES ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

A producer must sign a Letter of Intent with
FDACS- OAWP to implement Best Management
Practices (BMPs).

A producer must implement FDACS’ BMPs on
their farm or ranch.

An FDACS OAWP staff must verify the producer
1s properly following the prescribed BMPs.

A producer must continue to maintain FDACS’
BMPs

A producer must be 1n good standing with the
program. ®
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http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Agricultural-Water-Policy/BMP-Implementation/BMP-Implementation-Assurance

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
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http://www.floridaagwaterpolicy.com/BestManagementPractices.html

BENEFITS OF
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

Provides a presumption of compliance with state

water quality standards for the pollutants
addressed in the BMPs

Eligible for any available cost-share for certain
BMPs

The Florida Right to Farm Act generally
prohibits local governments from regulating an

agricultural activity that 1s addressed through
BMPs

Increase production efficiency
Reduce costs ®
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BMP ENROLLED ACRES BY USAGE

4 of NOIs FYm—

Citrus 3,320 579,549.36
Cow/Calf 832 1,969,323.90
Dairies 26 47,265.77
Equine 24 964.46
Fruit/Nut 150 5,614.13
Mixed Use 4 101,323.65
Nursery 1,181 29,602.98
Row Crops 1,198 1,029,242.92
Sod Farms 61 36,551.29

Total Enrolled 6,796 3,799,338.46
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FARMER RECOGNITION

o Local Events
o Media Outlets
o Website
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CARES RECOGNITION AREAS

CARES Area

Suwannee and Santa Fe

Number of CARES
Recipients

Northern Everglades 115
Indian River Citrus 21
Tampa Bay 25
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WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE

& C' | & https://www.facebook.com/thisfarmcares

| £l This Farm CARES Q

You are posting, commenting, and liking as Stad Braswell — Change to This Farm CARES

Thisfarmcares.org o s s e

Farmer Profiles
Media Page
Events Page

: n THIS FARM | _
lee uS O CA R E S This Farm \»Uﬂate Pagilnfog} i_" Liked v'\ | v Following Message 3 "\

Facebook CARES i

L] L]
Farming/Agriculture
1n u S O n V V 1 e r The CARES Mission is to promote environmentally sound farming practices while educating about agriculture’s
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Questions?
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ThisFarmCares.org

Scot Eubanks
(352) 384-2633
Scot.eubanks@ffbf.org

Harrison Cattle LLC
RV Griffin Reserve _
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